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       Student Assessment and Reporting             Updated 2012      

Rationale: “The Principal is accountable for evaluating student learning outcomes consistent with a documented school assessment policy” ~ Leading and Managing the School 2000 

Assessment

Assessment: “Assessment is the broad name for the collection and evaluation of evidence of a student’s learning. It is integral to teaching and learning and has multiple purposes. Assessment can enhance student engagement and motivation, particularly when it incorporates interaction with teachers, other students

and a range of resources”. ~ Advice on Assessment 2014 BOSTES 
Purpose: “The focus of assessment is to establish where students are in their learning. This information can be used for both SUMMATIVE purposes (the assessment OF learning), such as the awarding of a grade, or FORMATIVE purposes to feed directly into the teaching & learning cycle (assessment FOR learning and assessment AS learning).” ~ Principles of A&R in NSW Public Schools 2008
The purpose of this policy for Bletchington PS is that assessment practices should improve the quality of learning for all students in the school. The school will assess students in a manner which will: 
· Promote a positive attitude towards learning. “Teachers should consider the effect that assessment and feedback have on student motivation and self-esteem, and the importance of the active involvement of students in their own learning.” ~ Advice on Assessment 2014
· Focus on their achievements and needs embedding: “opportunities within rigorous programs for teachers to gather evidence about students’ achievement in relation to outcomes;” and “enabling students to demonstrate what they know and can do”.
· Help improve the quality of teaching and learning through “clarifying student understanding of concepts and promoting deeper understanding.”
~ Strategies for Assessment & Reporting 1997 and Advice on Assessment 2014
At Bletchington PS we believe:
· “Assessment must be based on a belief that all learners are on a path of development and that every learner is capable of making progress.” ~ Principles of A&R in NSW Public Schools 2008
· Assessment is based in the learning environment and is consistent with the outcomes of each key learning area

· Assessment is a continuous process which involves the collection of specific data and the making of judgements linked to learning intentions to drive individualised learning
· Assessment information provides direction for future learning

· In applying the Principles of Effective assessment which should:

· be valid and be based on syllabus outcomes

· include criteria (success criteria) to clarify for students what aspects of learning are being assessed and why it is being assessed
· enable students to demonstrate their learning in a range of different contexts

· be reliable, be free from bias and provide evidence that accurately represents a student's knowledge, understanding and skills

· enable students and teachers to use feedback effectively and reflect on the learning process

· be inclusive of and accessible for all students

· be part of an ongoing process where progress is monitored over time.
Students at Bletchington Public School will have a number of assessments during their school years. These assessments are designed to evaluate student progress on their skill attainment and the effort they have displayed within the mandatory key learning areas. 
Teachers at Bletchington Public School use a range of outcomes driven assessment and reporting practices.
At Bletchington Public School assessment processes will be both formal and informal. Assessment   processes at Bletchington Public School will include:

· Observations, assessment tasks, work samples, anecdotal records, conferences,  workbooks, self-assessment, checklists, demonstrations, performances & pre-tests;
· Teacher developed assessments both informal and formal, written and non written;
· National NAPLAN 
· Standardised assessments e.g. PAT for Bump It Up schools;
· State Best Start assessments.
· Literacy and numeracy continuums/progressions; PLAN software
Reporting

Reporting: Reporting at Bletchington Public School is the process of communicating information about student achievement and progress gained from the assessment process. The purpose of reporting is to support teaching and learning by providing feedback to students, parents and teachers. 
Reporting processes at Bletchington Public School will include:
· Parent teacher interviews both informal and formal 
· 3 way conferences – student/parent/teacher each semester (Term 1/3)
· A written school report each semester
· NAPLAN assessment reports 
· Best Start feedback report for parents

..................
Examples of Assessment and Reporting practices
It is important that Bletchington follows ‘Advice on Assessment’ as set out in BOSTES document especially using syllabus outcomes in Standards-referenced assessment. “Standards-referenced assessment refers to the process of collecting and interpreting information about students’ learning. It uses syllabus outcomes as key reference points for decisions about students’ progress and achievement.” ~ Advice on Assessment
Key aspects of using the standards-referenced assessment should emphasize:
· that outcomes are central to the decisions teachers make about teaching, learning and assessment

· the importance of gathering evidence about student learning in relation to the outcomes or continuums/progressions
· how teachers use the evidence to determine how well students are achieving in relation to the outcomes

· the importance of teacher feedback and student reflection
· how evidence of student achievement informs future teaching and learning

Teacher developed assessments: Teachers regularly assess students in each of the key learning areas. Many of these tests are formal, written assessments. Some samples of these are sent home each term. Class teachers are expected to keep records of assessments throughout the year. Digital assessments using apps such as SeeSaw to share assessment and learning tasks with parents
Standards-referenced assessment: using syllabus outcomes as reference points for decisions about student progress. Teachers develop rubrics which is a set of criteria with different level descriptors to determine the grade against the outcome. Teacher feedback is vital here as is student self-assessment.
Standardised Assessment Program: The NAPLAN testing program is conducted annually for students in Year 3 and Year 5. The NAPLAN tests assess both literacy and numeracy. Individual student reports as well as whole school reports are generated. Individual reports are sent home in Term 3. Parents may wish to discuss these reports with the class teacher. Best Start assessments are state assessments conducted with Kindergarten students in Term 1. During 2017-2019 the school has been identified as Bump It Up school which requires using PAT testing in Term 1 and Term 3.
Parent Teacher Interviews: Parent Teacher Interviews are available for all parents. Parents and teachers are invited to contact our school office to book a time for an interview with your child’s teacher at any time but particularly following twice yearly reports. Teachers may also request an interview.
Three Way Conferences: 3 way conferences are held in Term 1 and 3. These are led by the students to inform parents of learning goals for each semester.
School Reports: Bletchington Public School uses a computer program to generate individual written reports twice yearly. The format of these reports is a policy of the NSW Department of Education and Communities.
Formal and informal interviews: Often the most effective means of reporting are through interviews between parents and teachers. Teachers are very busy people. Parents are asked to book interviews through the office so that a mutual time can be planned. 
Assessment Schedule
Semester 1
Term 1
	Week
	Assessment Strategy

	1/2
	Best Start Assessments (E. St 1)

	Odd weeks 
Stage meetings
	Ongoing assessment embedded into class programs with focus on formative assessment to guide student learning to be discussed in stage teams

	5
	TEN, L3 data using PLAN for K-2 in W5
Benchmarking 

Student self-assessment, peer assessment and feedback shared in stage teams

Indicators for REPORTS established

	Week 8
	3 Way conferences
PLP’s & IEP’s ready for 3 Way Conferences or to be followed up via a parent-teacher interview
PAT assessments (Bump it Up)

	10
	Student self-assessment, peer assessment and feedback shared in stage teams\
L3 and TEN data (K-2) using PLAN and continuums/progressions (Years 1-6)
Benchmarking


Term 2
	Week
	Assessment Strategy

	3
	NAPLAN  Assessments (Years 3 and 5)

	Odd Weeks
Stage meetings
	Ongoing assessment embedded into class programs with focus on formative assessment to guide student learning to be discussed in stage teams

	3
	Professional Learning – Assessment & REPORTING

	5
	Student self-assessment, peer assessment and feedback shared in stage teams
PLAN data updated Kinder (L3ES1, TEN)
Reading & TEN data Yr 1/2 

	9
	Reports completed for printing

	10
	Student self-assessment, peer assessment and feedback shared in stage teams
Parent teacher interviews by parent or teacher request 
PLAN data updated K-6 
Benchmarking – LaST students
Reading & TEN data Yr 1/2

Student Absences entered


Semester 2
Term 3

	Week
	Assessment Strategy

	Odd weeks Stage meetings
	Ongoing assessment embedded into class programs with focus on formative assessment to guide student learning to be discussed in stage teams

	5
	Student self-assessment, peer assessment and feedback shared in stage teams
PLAN data for ES1
Reading & TEN data K-2

	8-10
	3 Way Conferences

Review meetings IEP’s

	10
	Student self-assessment, peer assessment and feedback shared in stage teams
PLAN data K-6

Reading & TEN data Yr 1/2

Benchmarking


Term 4

	Week
	Assessment Strategy

	Odd weeks
Stage meetings
	Ongoing assessment embedded into class programs with focus on formative assessment to guide student learning to be discussed in stage teams

	3
	Student Report Data to be entered on SENTRAL (DP)

	5
	Student self-assessment, peer assessment and feedback shared in stage teams
Reading & TEN PLAN data K-2
Benchmarking

	9
	Reports completed for printing

	10
	PLAN data K-6




*Scope & sequence to be reviewed annually
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